THE  REBUILDING   OF  LONDON
strict concern for traffic, it played a valuable part in relieving
the pressure on Dowgate and Queenhythe. A clear route,
twenty-four feet wide, from the centre of the city to Thames
Street and the waterfront below it, was a boon to traffic on foot
and on wheels alike. The lanes were relieved and, as Ogilby
shows, the boatmen knew its stairs as a sure place for custom.
Newgate, the north-western entry, was less effectually
treated. The approach was longer, and perhaps for that reason
the gradient was left untouched. The bridge was enlarged 'to
run straight on a Bevil line from the timber house on the north
side thereof knowne by the sign of the Cocke to the front of the
buildings at the Swan Inne on the ... north side of Holborne
hill',1 the entry to the gate was improved, and a postern cut on
the north of it,2 but the problem of Snow Hill was not satis-
factorily solved until the construction of Holborn Viaduct less
than eighty years ago. The changes thus made were valuable,
though they did not reach the standard of completeness set at
Ludgate.
The improvements in the approaches were carried on into
the heart of the city proper. Widening south and east of St.
Paul's, coupled with the opening out of the gateway by the
former Jesus Steeple, took the access from Ludgate northwards
into Cheapside. Enlargements at St. Austin's Gate and along
the line of Watling Street, Budge Row and the two Eastcheaps
carried it eastwards through the whole length of the city to the
Tower itself.3 Sir John Robinson, 'a vain prating, boasting
man as any I know',* took to himself the credit for this lower
route, though whether he was entitled to it does not appear.
The other extension, after reaching Cheapside, joined across
the site of St. Michael le Quern with the Newgate approach.
There, the removal of the houses on the salient by Warwick
Lane, the obliteration of the middle row in Newgate Market,
1 Act of Common Council of April 29th, 1667.
* Ibid., and Oliver's report in Gwldhall Lib., MS. 84, r, f, 6.
8 From St. Austin's Gate to the Tower the minimum width was scheduled as 20 feet:
(Repert., 71, f. 95).
* PejyJs Diary, May 5th, 1667,
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